
TO: Oceanside Neighborhood Association 
FROM: Judson Randall, president 
RE: Tillamook County Planning Commission priority list 
DATE: January 28, 2009 
 
During its regular meeting on January 22, the Tillamook County Planning Commission held a 
workshop on its priority work program for the coming year. The commission did not make any 
decision on its priorities. However, based on a list read by Lisa Phipps, the commissioners and 
presidents and representatives of the five citizen planning advisory committees had a two-hour, 
free-wheeling and unfocused discussion of some parts of it.  
 
The list below was provided by Lisa after the Planning Commission meeting. The advisory 
committees, which include the ONA, are being asked to comment on it. We’d like you to make 
any suggested changes in the priority list that occur to you, or rearrange it, or simply comment 
on it. At the February 7, 2009, ONA meeting, we’ll try to reach a consensus on our 
recommended priorities for this list, and communicate that to the Planning Commission for its 
February 19 meeting. 
 
Here’s the list:  
 

 Grading/Erosion Control - this would be an ordinance placing criteria for grading and 
erosion control in the course of development.  This would also apply to lots that are being 
created but not necessarily built on in conjunction with the grading.  We currently do not 
have much in the way of regulations protecting frankly both the homeowner and 
neighboring properties from poor grading practices. 

 Stormwater - this covers multiple facets.  DEQ has required the County to develop a 
strategy to address stormwater management which could include a stormwater 
management plan.  This needs to be done regardless of whether or not an actual 
stormwater management plan is developed. 

 Land Division Ordinance overhaul - this is fairly straightforward.  Our land division 
ordinance is not adequate nor does it cover all types of land divisions or creation of new 
lots.   

 Lighting - this may be an ordinance, an education component, or a mix of both 
depending upon the outcome of the public process.  But it was agreed upon at the 
workshop that lighting does have impacts. [The ONA has submitted a proposed lighting 
ordinance to the Planning Commission. It remains to be seen whether anything will come 
of it.] 

 Affordable Housing - this is a very broad area and one that the Planning Commission is 
committed to reviewing.  There are numerous ways to address affordable housing issues 
in Tillamook County - it can take place at the state level (in which case we can provide 
input but it is out of our hands), we can make changes to our existing land use ordinances 
to encourage developing more affordable housing, education, but as it was discussed at 
the meeting (both of them), in many ways the issue comes down to social, cultural, and 
economic perceptions.  But, we could have a framework in place if that ever does happen. 



 Definitions - this refers to our definitions section in the ordinance.  We don't have 
definitions for some terms we use often, we have some definitions that are more 
confusing than defining, and we need to simply add some definitions as well. 

 Non-Conforming Reviews - this section of the ordinance regulates the actions that can 
take place on structures or with uses that may have once complied with the land use 
ordinance but no longer do (ie the use was once permitted in a zone and no longer is due 
to ordinance changes, or it was built prior to land use, etc.) 

 Parking requirements - an issue that continually arises is whether our current Off Street 
Parking Requirements really meet the needs we have today. 

 Geologic Hazard Ordinance - we would like to add a subsection on using the best 
available data that we have in hand, and perhaps look at other additions that have been 
discussed through other processes (ie Netarts Littoral Cell Management Plan) 

 Codifying the development permit and admin review processes - we have permits that 
we use that do not have a codified process and it would provide a much clearer 
explanation to the public if we did. 

 Comprehensive Plan amendment process - same as above. 
 Sign Ordinance - this was brought up by one of the Planning Commissioners - I believe 

he wanted us to look at whether the sign ordinance fits the needs of the county 
 Reviews of the Community Plans and Implementing Ordinances by Neskowin, 

Oceanside, Netarts, and Pacific City - these are self explanatory. [The ONA has been 
working on this for two years; the other communities are starting.] 

 


