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The Tillamook County Board of Commissioners, Planning Commission, and the Citizen 
Planning Advisory Committees should seek ways for each to communicate with the 
others so that Goal 1, Citizen Involvement, can be effectively implemented in the county.  
 
At the January 22, 2009, Planning Commission workshop, several commissioners and 
several advisory committee chairs expressed concerns about communication between the 
citizenry and Tillamook County officials.  
 
Generally, much of today’s communications are handled electronically, either through 
direct e-mails or through postings on web sites. These mechanisms are easy, cheap and 
immediate. Consequently, the citizen advisory committee chairs propose this list of 
communication expectations for the county and for the committees.  
 
The Oregon Big Look Task Force, in its final report on the state’s land-use processes, 
recommended that the governor:  
“Encourage local governments to use electronic mail and other forms of electronic 
communication to the public regarding land use issues and pending actions Local 
jurisdictions can use supplemental forms of electronic notification to distribute more 
information more quickly.” 
 
The Task Force found that citizens often feel left out of the land-use decision-making 
process and it recommended that local jurisdictions:  

 “Conduct early engagement with community organizations in land use planning 
efforts 

 “Provide town hall meetings, community forums and public workshops on key 
issues.” 

 
Advisory committee expectations of Tillamook County 
 
The county should modify its land-use application process to allow all applications to be 
submitted electronically, in a format that can be easily shared with the citizens.  
 
Advisory committees should receive from the county as soon as possible after the 
document preparation:  

 Land-use applications and decisions on:  
o Variances 
o Zone changes 
o Comprehensive Plan amendments 
o Conditional use permits 
o Geologic hazard reports 
o Major partitions 



o Subdivisions 
o Planned unit developments 

 Staff reports on the above 
 Agendas of Board of Commissioners and Planning Commission meetings 
 Minutes of Board of Commissioners and Planning Commission meetings 

Tillamook County should develop e-mail lists of advisory committee chairs or other 
contacts so that information can be easily transmitted from the county to the CPACs.  
 
Tillamook County expectations of advisory committees 
 

 Advisory committees should: 
o Develop and maintain e-mail lists of as many citizens as possible so that 

information from Tillamook County can be easily shared with the 
communities. The chairs should commit to forwarding communications 
from the county as requested by their memberships, and as soon as 
possible on receipt. 

o Respond in a timely fashion with their adopted recommendations to the 
county on land-use applications. These responses should:  

 Clearly state the process by which the decision was made 
 State the number of community persons who participated in the 

decision 
 Clearly state the criteria upon which the decision was made and the 

specific criteria considered by the community 
 Report any minority opinions raised in the process.  

o Send to the appropriate county commission or department and post on the 
committee web site:  

 Agendas of meetings a week before the meetings 
 Minutes of meetings within a week after the meetings 
 Copies of recommendations made to any other governmental 

agency 
o Submit to the county and post quarterly reports on:  

 Advisory committee activities 
 Advisory committee concerns that may arise outside of the specific 

land-use activities 
o Seek quarterly meetings with county officials and/or invite county 

officials to attend meetings to discuss local issues. 
o Send advisory committee bylaws to the county and keep the county aware 

of any bylaw changes or community planning processes approved by the 
memberships 


